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Spring Count Summary
The Spring Count tied the record number of
species. The total number of birds was
slightly above last year and slightly above the
historic average.

Spring Count Summary
Number of Species
2009 - 95
2008 - 94
20-Year Average — 83
Record High — 95 (1996 & 1999)
Record Low — 74 (1988)

Number of Individuals
2008 — 45 per count hour
2008 — 43 per count hour

20-Year Average — 42
Record High — 54 (2004)
Record Low — 23 (1983)

Overall, May was cooler and wetter
than the recent past (though similar to last
year). The arrival to the high country of some
birds appeared delayed. But that did not seem
to limit the appearance of some unusual
species.

Mark Pscheid had a good day on
Barker Reservoir, with sightings of eared
grebe (5™ time on spring count), double-
crested cormorant (3" time, all during the last
3 years), semipalmated plover (1% time),
greater yellowlegs (3" time) willet (2" time)
and Franklin’s gull (2" time).

Other good finds included (number of
times seen on spring count followed by the
observer’s initials): bufflehead (5™ time; JH,
CN-H, MM, SM), sora (3" time; GM, RT),
wild turkey (4™ time all during the past 4
years; DH), long-eared owl (1* time; DH),
and lesser goldfinch (1% time; BK, TD).

Overall numbers were slightly up,
being led by accipiters, hairy woodpecker,

magpie, raven, pygmy nuthatch, red-winged
blackbird, Brewer’s blackbird, and pine
siskins. Rosy finches (both gray-crowned and
brown-capped) were seen on the spring count
for the first time since 2000.

Regular finds not detected included
killdeer, white-tailed ptarmigan, white-
throated swift, horned lark, gray jay (ouch),
and Lincoln’s sparrow. Except for yellow-
rumped, no other warblers were present, and
there were no flycatchers except for 2 dusky.

Breeding Count Summary
The overall number of birds was
above average while the number of species
was average and below last year.

Breeding Count Summary
Number of Species
2009 - 102
20-Year Average — 100
Last Year — 111
Record High — 112 (2001)
Record Low — 88 (1984)

Number of Individuals
2009 — 47 per count hour
20-Year Average — 42
Last Year — 42
Record High — 59 (2004)
Record Low — 31 (1982)

Overall numbers were above last
year. Better than average numbers were
observed for white-tailed ptarmigan, broad-
tailed hummingbird, hairy woodpecker,
three-toed woodpecker, cliff swallow,
mountain chickadee, western tanager, green-
tailed towhee and spotted towhee.

Good finds included American white
pelican (2™ time; MF, NL), willow
flycatcher (9" time on breeding count,



though first time since 1998; DM), orange
crowned warbler (7" time; DH), and lesser
goldfinch (7" time; BK, JR, MB).

Species absent or missed included
American kestrel, killdeer (also missing on
spring count), belted kingfisher, northern
rough-winged swallow, Brewer’s sparrow,
Savannah sparrow, American goldfinch, and
evening grosbeak. No Brewer’s sparrows
were found in the krummbholz this year,
which was my prediction based on the wet
and cool spring weather.

Hairy woodpeckers had their highest
breeding count numbers, while three-toed
woodpeckers were also present in good
numbers. They are finding the mountain
pine beetle to their liking.

Lower than average numbers were
found for yellow warbler and pine siskin.

Pileated Woodpecker

Several people reported seeing a
pileated woodpecker on the Arapaho Ranch
in July. Unfortunately there were no
photographs. This is a species that has been
reported by competent birders on occasion
in Colorado, but it has never been officially
documented. We won’t put it on the count
list at this time, but note its possible, even
probable presence from time to time. This
would be a good one to finally document in
the state.

State of the Birds

The recently published State of the
Birds Report, United States of America 2009
caught my eye. We have been looking for
other information that shows a general trend
of increasing numbers of western forest
birds, like what we have observed on the
Indian Peaks Breeding Count. The Sate of
the Birds report found that obligate western
forest birds declined between 1968 and
1980, then recovered in recent years.

Looking Ahead

Fall Count
Count Day — September 19
Count Period — September 12-27

Winter Count
Count Day — January 16
Count Period — Dec. 15 - Feb. 15

Happy Birding,

Dave Hallock



2009 INDIAN PEAKS SPRING BIRD COUNT

Count day — May 2; Count period — May 1-14. Weather: cooler and wetter than average. Twenty
participants; 10 (of 25) areas covered. Total party hours: 54. Total party miles: 123.

Canada GOO0SE ..........ceevvneene 14 Broad-tailed Humming..... 110 Hermit Thrush ...................... 1
Mallard .........cccooeveeveenne, 44 Belted Kingfisher................. 1 American Robin ............... 205
Blue-winged Teal ................. 5 Williamson’s Sapsucker....... 3 European Starling................. 2
Green-winged Teal ............... 2 Red-naped Sapsucker......... 14 American Pipit.................... 20
Ring-necked Duck................ 2 Downy Woodpecker ............ 6 Yellow-rumped Warbler..... 65
Bufflehead ..........ccccoeviinine 2 Hairy Woodpecker ............. 28 (Myrtle) .coeeiiiies 1)
Common Merganser ........... 11 Am. Three-Toed Wood. ....... 2 Green-tailed Towhee............. 9
Wild Turkey.......ccoovvvvnenne 1 Northern Flicker................. 53 Spotted Towhee.................... 2
Dusky Grouse ........ccccecevveruns 2 Dusky Flycatcher ................. 2 Chipping Sparrow............... 41
Pied-billed Grebe.................. 1 Loggerhead Shrike................ 1 Vesper Sparrow.................... 6
Eared Grebe.......ccccovevivnee, 1 Steller’sJay.......cccovvrennn 87 FOX Sparrow ...........cccceeenee. 11
Western Grebe.........c.cccevenee 3 Clark’s Nutcracker ............. 14 Song Sparrow ...........eeee... 26
Double-crested Cormorant....2 Black-billed Magpie........... 34 White-crowned Sparrow....... 5
Great Blue Heron.................. 8 American Crow.................. 63 Dark-eyed Junco............... 185
White-faced Ibis ..........c....... 1 Common Raven.................. 39 (Gray-headed)............. (162)
Turkey Vulture ... 6 Tree Swallow ................... 107 Black-headed Grosbeak........ 9
(@13 0] =) 3 Violet-green Swallow ........ 16 Red-winged Blackbird........ 63
Sharp-shinned Hawk............. 2 Cliff Swallow..................... 11 Brewer’s Blackbird............. 67
Cooper’s HawkK...........ccoueuee. 6 Barn Swallow..................... 23 Common Grackle ............... 20
Northern Goshawk................ 4 Black-capped Chickadee.... 23 Brown-headed Cowbird .....56
Swainson’s Hawk ................ 1 Mountain Chickadee........ 155 Gray-crowned Rosy-finch .. 12
Red-tailed Hawk ................... 6 Red-breasted Nuthatch....... 42 Brown-capped Rosy-finch....7
SOMA.iiiiieieece e 1 White-breasted Nuthatch.... 31 Pine Grosbeak ...........c.......... 8
American Coot..........cecvruenene 2 Pygmy Nuthatch................. 43 Cassin’s Finch .................... 19
Semipalmated Plover ............ 1 Brown Creeper........ccce.e.... 13 House Finch ........c..cccoveveane. 26
Spotted Sandpiper............... 10 Rock Wren.........cccccevvenne 1 Red crossbill...........c........... 31
Greater Yellowlegs............... 1 House Wren .........ccoceeenne 32 Pine Siskin..........c.cooeeen. 148
WIllet ... 1 American Dipper.................. 3 Lesser Goldfinch................... 1
Wilson’s Snipe.......ccceeveeee 5 Golden-crowned Kinglet.... 13 American Goldfinch............. 4
Franklin’s Gull...................... 8 Ruby-crowned Kinglet..... 127 Evening Grosbeak ................ 2
Band-tailed Pigeon.............. 37 Western Bluebird ................. 2 House Sparrow ................... 18
Mourning Dove..........ccccce... 6 Mountain Bluebird............. 58

Long-eared Owl.................... 1 Townsend’s Solitaire.......... 32

Totals: 95 species plus 1 additional race; 2452 individuals; 45 individuals per count hour.

Participants: Maggie Boswell, Alex Brown, Diane Brown, Todd Deininger, Marty Dick, Libby Ellis,
Mike Figgs, Dave Hallock, Jim Holitza, Bill Kaempfer, Nan Lederer, Gary Matthews, Merle Miller,
Sally Miller, Carol Newman-Holitza, Christian Nunes, Mark Pscheid, Connie Takamine, Joyce
Takamine, and Richard Trinkner.



2009 INDIAN PEAKS BREEDING BIRD COUNT

Count day — June 20; Count period — June 1 — July 15; Weather: Most of the period was cool and wet, with the first
two weeks of July being more mild. Forty-two observers, 21 (of 25) areas covered. Total party hours: 118.5.

Canada GOO0SE .......ccccevvvrernnnns 9
Mallard ........ccccoovvevevnennn 29
Green-winged Teal ............... 8
Ring-necked Duck ................ 6
Common Merganser ............. 3
White-tailed Ptarmigan....... 17
Dusky Grouse .........ccccevevene. 4

American White Pelican....... 1
Double-crested Cormorant....3

Great Blue Heron.................. 4
Turkey Vulture ... 3
OSPrey....ccceieeieeieiie e 3
Sharp-shinned Hawk............. 2
Cooper’s HawkK...........cccceee. 2
Northern Goshawk................ 1
Accipiter Species...........c....... 2
Red-tailed Hawk.................. 11
Golden Eagle ........cccovvvvvinnene 3
SOM8.eiiiieierie e 1
Spotted Sandpiper............... 10
Wilson’s Snipe.........cccccevenee 7
Band-tailed Pigeon.............. 31
Mourning Dove................... 31
Great Horned Owl ................ 1
Common Nighthawk............. 1
White-throated Swift ............ 6
SWift SPreies ..oovevveeevvene, 2
Broad-tailed Humming. ....487
Rufous Hummingbird ........... 4

Williamson’s Sapsucker ....... 3
Red-naped Sapsucker.......... 13

Downy Woodpecker ............. 5
Hairy Woodpecker.............. 40
Am. Three-toed Wood. ......... 7
Northern Flicker ................. 57

Olive-sided Flycatcher ....... 12
Western Wood-Pewee........ 27

Willow Flycatcher................ 2
Hammond’s Flycatcher ...... 14
Dusky Flycatcher ............... 72
Cordilleran Flycatcher........ 69
Empidonax species............... 9
Plumbeous Vireo.................. 4
Warbling Vireo ................ 162
Gray Jay ....ccoovevienniiiinie 4
Steller’sJay......cccoevevvenenne. 82
Blue Jay......cccoeveiiiiiiiee 1
Clark’s Nutcracker............. 63
Black-billed Magpie........... 29
American Crow.................. 71
Common Raven................. 45
Horned LarK........cccccevvenee. 39
Tree Swallow ................... 100
Violet-green Swallow ........ 69
Cliff Swallow..................... 60
Barn Swallow..................... 61

Black-capped Chickadee.... 32
Mountain Chickadee........ 288
Red-breasted Nuthatch....... 68
White-breasted Nuthatch.... 20

Pygmy Nuthatch................. 23
Brown Creeper........cccoeveene 17
Rock Wren .........cccoeevevenen. 12
House Wren .........ccccoeee. 135
American Dipper..........c....... 3

Golden-crowned Kinglet.... 24
Ruby-crowned Kinglet..... 358

Mountain Bluebird............. 69
Townsend’s Solitaire.......... 27
Swainson’s Thrush............. 30

Hermit Thrush .................. 212
American Robin ............... 355
European Starling................. 9
American Pipit................. 157
Orange-crowned Warbler..... 1
Virginia’s Warbler................ 5
Yellow Warbler.................... 9

Yellow-rumped Warbler... 253
MacGillivray’s Warbler ..... 38

Common Yellowthroat.......... 1
Wilson’s Warbler ............. 172
Western Tanager ................ 43
Green-tailed Towhee........... 81
Spotted Towhee..........cccu.... 5
Chipping Sparrow............... 56
Vesper Sparrow .................... 1
FOX Sparrow ...........ccccveeeene. 34
SONQ SParroW .......ceveveerineans 27
Lincoln’s Sparrow ............ 166
White-crowned Sparrow... 259
Gray-headed Junco........... 326

Black-headed Grosbeak...... 35
Red-winged Blackbird........ 61
Brewer’s Blackbird............... 5
Common Grackle ................. 9
Brown-headed Cowbird .....48
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch... 3

Pine Grosbeak .................... 28
Cassin’s Finch........cccocove... 26
House Finch .......c.ccoveevvennene 20
Red Crosshill...................... 61
Pine Siskin........cccccoeveevnenns 198
Lesser Goldfinch .................. 2
House Sparrow ..................... 6

Totals: 102 species; 5623 individuals; 47 individuals per count hour. Participants: Linda Andes-Georges, Barbara
Bolton, Earl Bolton, Maggie Boswell, Alex Brown, Diane Brown, Diane Carter, George Coffee, Margaret Davidson,
Marty Dick, Libby Ellis, Kayla Evans, Lee Evans, Virginia Evans, Mike Figgs, Maryanne Flynn, Jean-Pierre
Georges, Kathy Gibson, Dave Hallock, Paula Hansley, Jim Holitza, Steve Jones, Bill Kaempfer, Steve Koral, Nan
Lederer, Petrea Mah, Mary Jane Makepeace, Gary Matthews, Lisa McCoy, Merle Miller, Sally Miller, Carol
Newman-Holitza, Christian Nunes, Mark Pscheid, Joe Roller, Susan Spaulding, Lucy Strook, Joel Such, Marcel
Such, Walter Szeliga, Tom VanZandt, and George Young.



